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September 2016, Wuhan University convenes a symposium on Outdoors Sports for which it calls 

for essays related. Herewith is the 

translation of the Chinese paper I 

submit. Since it deals with the Chinese 

Olympic Committee’s current endeavor and 

doubts, on June 29th in Chamonix, as she 

visited the Aiguille du Midi, Vice-Minister 

LIU Yan Dong 刘 延 东  expressed a 

special interest in it and requested that the 

electronic version of it be sent to her. I just 

hope the compass and map this paper 

offers benefits the expansion of China 

Alpine Skiing. 

 

北京 2022：中国高山滑雪 2022 冬奥挑战和未来 

Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics: Chinese Alpine skiing faces its 
2022 Olympic challenge and its future 

 

1。Introduction 

A lifetime of coaching and instructing in Alpine skiing on three continents has made 

me proficient in the “snow industry.” The paper presented here relies on my technical and 

philosophical lectures, and on the many articles I have published, all developed from my 

personal experience and reflections. Its basic assumption is that right now according to 

Western standards Chinese resorts and ski population are way down the benchmark, but that 

the ingenuity of China’s massive population and its rich culture have put China in a position 

to produce exceptional Winter Games and, in time, even to export to Europe a world leading 

ski culture. I hope this article integrates intellectual approach to sporting practice. I look 

forward for your judgments to broaden my horizons. 

Key words 
 

建设 小康社会 For a healthy prosperous middle class (a central political objective of the 

government)   

“成功举办一届精彩、非凡、卓越的奥运盛会”  “Come up with creative ideas for 

fantastic, extraordinary and excellent Winter Olympic Games” ［R］. (President XI’s request)   
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“中洋结合、洋为中用、中为洋用”  “East West cooperate for the benefit of China and 

Europe ［R］” (Quote from a conference by Secretary LIU Peng, equivalent to a minister 

of Sports)   

 

1。中西运动理念各有特性 

1。East & West have two different approaches to sports 

 

East and West’s concepts of sports differ by their history and even more by their cultural 

background. 

776 years BC ancient Greece developed the Olympic Games and introduced a 

fundamental concept of the 

West of “Mens sana in 

corpore sano”. During the 

Renaissance, French and 

English aristocrats played 

racket ball but that was not 

tennis yet. Then, in the wake 

of the 19th century Industrial 

Revolution Britain set rules 

for the old games and by so 

doing created our sports.  

Then, in 1896, Pierre de 

Coubertin organized the first 

Modern Olympic Games in 

Athens. Thus, for 2500 years  

   David 雕塑                     蘇東坡 Poet 

the West has prompted intellectuals to exercise. The ancient Greek sculptor Phidias designed 

sculptures on the Parthenon, and in Florence during the Italian Renaissance, Michel Angelo 

carved his statue of David, extolling physical beauty and health. 

In the first pages of the novel « Outlaws of the Marsh » we see a rich kid at play and 

kicking a ball. But that cannot yet be called football. China has a long tradition of sports such as 
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martial arts, qigong and small balls, but sports in their modern definition with DENG Xiao Ping’s 

policy of“Reform and Opening ”. Most Chinese sports are in their prime of life, while alpine 

skiing, with the shortest history in China, is still clearing land on its new frontier. 

 

Two thousand years of the imperial examination system have instilled in Chinese society a 

reverence for the distinguished scholar and despise for the athlete a a lowly entertainer. A 

Chinese sportsman who becomes a world champion has his future secured, otherwise a life 

devoted to athletic excellence cannot provide a living that is as good as that of any government 

employee. 

Moreover mountains’ past reputation was dreadful: they were thought to shelter poverty, diseases 

and scavengers. Therefore we have to rely on the drive of the Central Committee to dispel the 

prejudice and promote a proper societal image of sports that will attract the general public and 

students. Whether in China or in the West, regardless of their different cultural backgrounds, as 

sports gain popularity they acquire political significance. 

 

2。体育运动具有政治意义 

2。Sports have a political impact 

 

 In 1998 France won the soccer world cup. The polls surveys showed an immediate 

surge in the support for the government, even though none of these politicians had ever kicked a 

ball! In the wake of the 2008 Summer Olympics held in Beijing, China’s international fame 

climbed to its highest . 

 

 On March 19th 2010, after the Winter Olympics in Vancouver, the State Council issued 

its “Guiding Suggestions on accelerating the development of the sports activities” assigning all 

sport participants: “To promote China from a strong sporting country to a major sporting 

power.”  In fact, the government political motivation is not just putting out champions but 

building a prosperous & healthy middle class. 

On April 27, 2010 Secretary Liu Peng, (= Minister of Sports), in the opening ceremony of the 

national conference for all sports associated businesses elaborated further on the “Guiding 

Suggestions” of the State Council, saying  “ China has top notch sports and underdeveloped ones. 

Alpine skiing definitely belongs to the latter category. Albeit weak in China, ski competitions 
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overseas are major events that draw huge audiences. As underdeveloped as it is, Chinese alpine 

skiing might benefit from foreign experience, concepts and expertise.  

Actually alpine skiing boils down to three simple things: good leadership, skiing people and a 

mountain. First, the success of the 2008 Olympic Games is proof of China’s good leadership, 

Second China suffers from no dearth of people, Third, China does not lack mountains either. ” 

 

The same leadership that was good at producing the exceptional 2008 Summer Olympics, should 

have no problem meeting the challenges of the 2022 Winter Olympic Games. Today, our 

dormant underdeveloped alpine skiing must wake up and rise to the standards of a first rate 

alpine nation.  Premier XI Jin Ping said he expected our Executive Olympic Committee to 

“Produce wonderful, exceptional, splendid Olympic Games” (People’s Daily on March 19th  2016) 

Our good government set a clear political objective; now it is up to the Olympic Executive 

Committee to bring the political concept of   - Ski Mountain - and - Ski Masses -   into practical 

existence, and up to Olympic standards. 

 

3。滑雪群众 和 雪山现状 

3。Of ski population & mountains 

  

一是英明领导。    二是滑雪群众 。      三是山的落差。 

First good leadership        Second skiing people     Third mountains 

If we consider mountains to be the ‘harware’ of alpine skiing, ski populations should be its 

‘software’.  A computer operates with the software that matches its hardware. So does alpine 

skiing. 

The Western ski population which numbers a few hundred thousands is mostly made up of 

people who live on 1000m elevation mountains or at their foot. There is a causal relationship 

between populations and racers. The latter rises from a wide base of practitioners. Recreational 

skiers are the foundation of the pyramid on top of which stand the happy few. 
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What about China?  Chinese alpine skiing market is Peking. The capital’s population is around 18 

millions, but Chongli being far away, traffic difficult, travel time long, cost outrageous, 

temperature Siberian cold and instructors non professional few people indulge and the ski 

population remains sparse. Moreover in the society of the single child frequent screening of eerie 

extreme skiing sequences mislead people to dread skiing. 

http://v.youku.com/v_show/id_XODg5NTQ2MDA=.html 

http://v.youku.com/v_show/id_XMjMzMjg0NzQ0.html                                  

Where is there a mother in her right state of mind willing to 

risk the life of her little darling on some far away sinister 

mountain? 

As the founder in Chamonix of the world first Chinese ski 

school, the « Panda Club » I was careful to draw a logo 

which sets parents’ minds at ease.  

http://www.evolution2-chamonix.com/ 

 

First good leadership        Second skiing people     Third mountains 

 The vertical elevation of ski resorts and their ski populations directly mirror East- West 

cultural differences. Secretary Liu Peng is right:  China runs short of arable land, mountains are 

too many. Nevertheless, the Chinese snow playgrounds called ‘ski resorts’ around Beijing and to 

the North were set up by a few enthusiastic ski fans who (according to their personal ski level) 

picked short gentle slopes, invested heavily, developed ski trails, made money, and about to 

expand found out there was no mountain above the top of the little hills, only the wide open sky. 

As a result our 500 ski fields boast vertical elevations ranging from 20 meters to 500 meters. 

When preparing the demand for the Games, the Chinese Olympic Demand Committee actively 

searched mountains and found that none of the 500 ski fields lived up to the requirements of a 

proper ski resort, much less to that of an Olympic snow mountain.. Actually the short vertical 

drop of these little snow fields was appropriate to the low demand of the market of those 

carefree people on an excursion spree who merely asked for a day in the fresh air and a play in 

the snow. Today, with the Games coming up, these fields for snow ball fights must overnight 

morph into big Olympic athletic mountains! A downhill piste should have a minimum vertical of 

800m. Western average ski resorts, even recreational ones, run around 1,200 meter verticals, 

Chamonix (France) 2800 meters. 

 

http://v.youku.com/v_show/id_XODg5NTQ2MDA=.html
http://v.youku.com/v_show/id_XMjMzMjg0NzQ0.html
http://www.evolution2-chamonix.com/
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 With such mediocre conditions, how are we to produce “the wonderful, exceptional, 

splendid Olympic Games” that Premier XI Jin Ping expects from us?   Taxing task! 

 

4。2022 年“非凡”或“平凡” ？ 

4。Are we likely to set up  “extraordinary”  Winter Games in 2022? 

 

Although the Chinese ski hardware and software are miserable, the owner of the ‘Secret 

Gardens’ ski field, Mr LIN Wu Tong, prompted the Central Committee to demand the 2022 

Winter Games. It was met with success: Peking will organize the Games. Holding the 2022 

Winter Olympics alpine ski races in Xiao Hai Tuo and Chongli venues is the alpine ‘hardware” 

that has been confirmed by the International Ski Associations. They are up to par, but only 

according to the Associations’ very minimum standards. In Kuala Lumpur, July 2015, at the 

International Olympic Conference many Beijing votes were cast by Africans. But there story gets 

worse: the IOC rule that Winter Olympics should be held with temperatures ranging around 

minus 16 degrees. But in Chongli the February temperature usually drops down to minus 35 

degrees in the daytime. When filling in the application form for the demand, out of a lack of 

concentration a careless officer eager to comply with the IOC rules, checked the minus 16 

degrees temperature box. On racing day, athletes wearing thin streamlined clothing will get a 

shock.!  If the Siberian gales from Mongolia burst over Chongli, each gust more brutal than the 

other, the Games will be instantly adjourned. Wouldn’t that be embarrassing?  

With good luck and artic winds gracefully waiting at the Chinese border, Xiao Hai Tuo 

and Chongli venues will provide acceptable ordinary Winter Olympics, but by no means 

extraordinary, wonderful and remarkable Games. 

Given these gloomy facts, bridging the alpine ski gap between Europe and China seems pretty 

much like wishful thinking.  Right ? 

 

 

Not necessarily！ 



7 
 

5。走上“非凡”路线 

5。The path to  “extraordinary”  games 

 

Different does not mean inferior. China is propelled by two engines: a wise leadership 

and a strong supply & demand. Could these two power houses lift the level of alpine skiing in a 

matter of a few years? Relying on its peculiarities, can China alpine industry raise itself to Western 

levels? 

In alpine skiing software (that is the ski population) lies the opportunity for China to break 

through world records. During the Winter 2015--2016 Zhangjiakou marched local school 

children to ski schools. This very positive measure plays a long-term effect, but will not solve the 

problem of a sparse ski population for 2022. Fortunately, the puzzle has another answer. 

 We start from a clear specific situation: Zhongnanhai (Central government offices) in 

Beijing is China's political heart. Chinese ski market is inseparable from Beijing. The 2022  

Olympic Winter Games will be held in Beijing’s name. The Olympic heart will throb in the chests 

of the audiences of the ‘Bird Nest’ in… Beijing!  If there were alpine skiing facilities near the 

capital, wouldn’t that greatly accelerate the production of skiing masses, and ensure sustainable 

development? 

It so happened that in 2013, under a wise leadership, the Olympic Demand Committee issued a  

“ Preliminary investigation report about the prospective Winter Olympic alpine venues ” [R] 6 

( A copy of it is attached to this article ). Although its measures of the mountain height were 

mistaken, it identified Haidian mountain (Miaofengshan = Wonder Mountain) towering 1300 

meters above sea level as its early choice for Olympic backup ski venues.  

 

Relying on its specific advantages in software Chinese alpine skiing can favorably compare to the 

West. Matter for rejoicing, China proper characteristics can even create facilities worth Europe 

envying. 

 

 Suppose again that alpine venue mountains are the “hardware”; alpine “Software” 

refers to the ski population, the concept of ski resort, ski technology and culture, security, rescue, 

maintenance, on snow managers and volunteers of competitions. As  an Olympic backup ski 
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mountain, the Haidian Wonder Mountain is the “hardware” that will make it possible by 2022 for 

China to have an exponential growth in its skiing population—its “software.”.  

 

This article’s fundamental thesis lays that China alpine strategy should be  

 

- 软件优势-  战胜  -硬件短板- 

 

- To rely on software strength     - to make up for   - hardware shortcomings - 

We can launch an Alpine Ski strategy that builds on our actual software strength to overcome our   

actual hardware weakness and eventually propel our alpine skiing ahead of the West. Peking 

northern region lacks the natural snow falls that bless Europe and the Americas; it also lacks the 

host of standard mountains with over 1,000 meter verticals. Heaven dictates, man adjusts: man 

can mend hardware weakness with software excellence and end up with unusual feats to the 

surprise of the world. 

In order to develop its super powers our mountain “Software” can rely on China ‘Best 8 

features’ .  Most of them are unique in the world and put the country in a position to realize 

President Xi’s request for 2022 to “successfully host wonderful, extraordinary , remarkable 

Olympic events . ” (“People's Daily” December 3, 2015 Version 15). 

 

 

6。中国‘8 个最’ 

6。Chinese  “eight outstanding features” 

 

First  –Best –：In Haidian, West end of the capital, rises a 1291 m mountain with a vertical 

skiing drop of 1190 m. As early as 2013 the Olympic Demand Committee elected the Haidian 

mountain ( Miaofengshan = Wonder Mountain ) as its Olympic backup alpine ski mountain. All 

its competition slopes are on Haidian land. Part of its recreational ski slopes belong to 

Mentougou. 
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Developing an Alpine Skiing Winter Olympic Reserve Mountain is a requirement of the IOC 

“New 2020 agenda 40 propositions, first proposition, 3d paragraph” which rules that ISF 

competitions should be organized on mountains other than those chosen for the Games, so as to 

contribute to the sustained development of skiing and, by the same token, check the capacity of 

the country at managing international ski races. 

Illustration n° 4 on Google Earth 

Map of Wonder Mountain 40°02'36.27” North   116°03'39.31” East。  

 

Second  –Best –：A dense population, next to a tall mountain Pekinese can see from their 

windows, will lead crowds to flock to skiing, and the population of skiers will swell. Western 

Alpine Skiing relies on a total of a few hundreds thousands locals living in the mountains. Beijing: 

has 18 millions residents. Who is strong and who is weak ? 

 

Third  –Best –： Han skiers inherited a Taoist philosophy with a positive concept of void that 

makes them receptive to the gravitational pull and they learn to slide on snow more readily. 

Please refer to chapter 8 of this article to realize the innovative teaching methods we can pioneer 

thanks to this cultural breakthrough. ( see page 13,  Section 8 ) . 
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Fourth  –Best –：On Haidian ski resort can be designed nothing less than the best downhill 

race track ever in the whole world: the highest vertical + the shortest straight line length = the 

most spectacular route . 

 

Wonder Mountain:from ‘Big East Heap’ starting gate to the Haidian finish  

   。。。。。。。。。。。 vertical 1015m、  straight line distance 2500m 

Sotchi：。。。。。。。。。。vertical 1000m、  straight line distance 2570m 

Chamonix：(Kandahar La Verte)    vertical  870 米、straight line distance 2400m 

Xiao Hai Tuo：。。。。。。。。。vertical  830 米、straight line distance 2700m 

Chi Cheng: Gold piste New Snow country   vertical  800 米、straight line distance 3000m 

  

Who is strong, who is weak ? 

 

Fifth  –Best –：A first in the world: on Haidian mountain we can create the first capital of a 

country to integrate a major ski resort. The subway line that will access the foot of the Haidian 

mountain can extend full throttle to the top of the mountain, so that skiers will click their skis on 

in the Tiananmen station, open the subway door on the mountain summit and slide right off on 

the Wonder Mountain snows. The 250/350 km/h bullet train to reach Chongli will definitely be a 

stunning technological feat, but while skiers, skis in hands, will be standing on the Beijing North 

Railway Station platform waiting to embark on the high-speed train, riders of the Haidian subway 

will already be sliding on the Wonder Mountain snows,with skis on feet.   Who’s strong, who’s 

weak? 

 

Sixth  –Best –：On Haidian Wonder Mountain is a high glen (Miao Wa 妙洼) where we can 

design the world's longest TBL for first timers. Terrain Based Learning = slow pitch modeled ski 

trail with large waves, U–shaped grooves, high banking turns. Beginners without fear instantly 

taste the joy of sliding and get addicted. After mastering the TBL, children who will enlist in a 

week ski lesson can be awarded a pair of skis as a prize to take home and stare at every day. 

 

Seventh  –Best –：Haidian is Peking’s “Latin Quarter” which gathers all major universities. 

Physical Education students will be a few minutes subway ride away from the peak of an 
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international standard ski resort. Wonder Mountain will host a normal university for ski teacher. 

In addition to on snow training their curriculum will include physics, biology, first aid, pedagogy, 

languages and ski culture classes. 

The concentration in Haidian of intellectual and ski excellence will favor the development of ski 

schools and ski kindergarten conducive to long-term sustained expansion of skiing masses. The 

Chinese ski teaching method already benefits from an efficient ski method published in Peking: 

滑雪速成 (it should be good, as I published it!). 

 

Eighth  –Best –：Bobsleigh, luge, skeleton and maybe also jumping venues, are planned in 

Yanqing as temporary facilities, doomed like most similar devices in the West to be torn up at the 

end of the Games. But if built on Haidian’s Wonder Mountain, the same facilities will thrive 

training the national team in Winter, thrilling townfolks in Summer and keep busy year round for 

years to come. With a permanent track at hand it will take only a few years for China to train 

international level bobsleigh athletes.  Who’s strong, who’s weak? 

 

This China Haidian alpine strategy is bound  

 

- To bring software strength -    to outweigh    - hardware shortcomings - 

 

Considering Chongli and Xiao Hai Tuo selected venues both spearhead our Winter Olympics, it 

is sound strategy to back them up with Haidian’s reserve army of foot soldiers. As the saying goes 

狡兔三窟 ‘the smart hare digs three holes’. Haidian Olympic backup Mountain secures a safe, 

solid hardware ( mountain ) and software ( ski culture ) backdrop for our Olympic Executive 

Committee. 

China 's rapid development cutting edge relies on its numerous 

and entrepreneurial population’s multiplying factor. So it is that 

Beijing - software - ski masses will also be China Snow Industry’s 

cutting edge. Haidian Olympic backup mountain training slopes 

will put out skiers in masses. Haidian is the hardware to produce 

the skiers software that will launch the long march of the 

300 000 000 Premier XI projects to bring to Winter sports. 
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 Does China ski life ends on February 2022 with the Winter Olympics? 

The Winter Olympics and 300 millions devotees of winter sports are the launching pad of our 

snow industry. In the long run, the sustainable potential of alpine skiing in China will go through 

three eras. Standing inside the populous capital, Haidian mountain lays the foundation to the 

multiplication of a ski population and to the success of the 2022 Games. This is China’s trail 

blazing era in skiing.  The second era will see Beijing’s model alpine resort copied and multiplied 

by other big cities such as Dalian, Shenyang, Harbin, Chengdu, Xi'an, Urumqi all of them 

scrambling to emulate Beijing and build their own competitive ski resorts. This will be China’s 

skiing youth. Then will come the time when ski masses will overflow the capacity of these city 

resorts and drive an influx of skiers to Sichuan, Yunnan and Xinjiang future large scale resorts on 

distant mountains. China skiing will then venture into its mature era. 

As a model Haidian resort will radiate and spread skiing at a high pace through the whole country. 

 

 

7。中洋结合的前景 

7。Chinese ski development has domestic & foreign prospects 

 

 Will the Chinese ski industry limit its reach to the national territory?  Can it reach 

Europe? 

Secretary LIU Peng replies: “ China alpine skiing may need international experience, ideas and 

technology: the West services China, East West cooperate. ” (reference above). 

 

“ Learn from international experience , ideas and technology ” can go through two steps: 

-- First “ West services China ”. We import foreign experts and send Chinese athletes to compete 

in European racing circuit and accumulate ISF points.  

-- Second, Chinese skiing will develop to a point where it will lead Europe. At that stage the 

Secretary’s formula : “ West services China, East West cooperate” will extend into “ China 

services the West, East West cooperate”. 

 

    “洋为中用”  甲 1：进口外国专家  
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“West services China”  #1  :   We import foreign experts     

 

The development of the Haidian ski mountain requires investors and senior experts.  

Investors : Mr. MI Xianfeng ( China ) Minsheng Asset Management Ltd Bank Deputy General 

Manager.  

Six alpine skiing experts : 

Alain BERTRAND (France) - US / France alpine ski instructor. Three languages. Master in 

Chinese from Paris Sorbonne, 

WEI Qinghua (China) – Born in Yabuli. Harbin Forestry University graduate, Tsinghua 

University Scholar. Excellent skier. Formerly responsible for the development and operation of 

Wan Long and Genting (Chongli) two resorts, 

Bernard RUSSI (Switzerland) - Alpine skiing world champion, Swiss national team, winner of 

Olympic and ISF competitions, designed a good many downhill trails in the past few years, 

DCsa (France) - Europe second ropeway engineering company, 

NDA C° (China/France) - architectural design consulting firm. Large-scale engineering 

experience in yacht harbors and mountain development. 

We hope we can lure two urban planning experts: WU Liang Yong (China) (universally respected  

elderly urban planner) and Herzog & De Meuron (Switzerland - architect of the Bird Nest in 

Peking) to participate in the strategic design of the Haidian mountain. They would be the soul of 

the project. 

But the overall coordination of urban planning with ski development needs the hand of the 

Beijing Institute of Architectural Design Co., Ltd. (Ms. CHEN Xiaomin and Mr. LIU Kanghong) 

and that of the Compagnie des Alpes = CDA (France) (backed by the French government 

established bank: Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations). The corporation enjoys a 25 year peerless 

experience in development and operation of winter and summer activities. It has held numerous 

alpine skiing international championships and Olympic races, it designed Sochi Winter Olympics 

facilities and also operates 12 European major ski resorts, 14 amusement parks, theme parks, and 

wax museums in Europe, America, South Korea and Japan. Together with DCsa ropeway 
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engineering company it commits itself to build the full set of Olympics amenities in Haidian in a 

matter of two years. The CDA C° has the across the board professional capabilities and 

experience to manage the complete installation of the Haidian 2022 Winter Olympics backup 

mountain. 

 

As a Winter and Summer mountain activities expert operator, the CDA C° also foresees a great 

future for Summer activities on Wonder Mountain and the whole West Chain of Mountains. It is 

interested in two endeavors: One -protecting the mountain natural environment, Two -providing 

the huge population of the capital with the blue sky and oxygen bottle of a large scale park.  

   

Protection of mountain natural environment: All over our world, any mountain next to a 

major city ends up prey to real estate investors. There is no exception. The future of Wonder 

Mountain can be of two sorts: either it is turned into a forest of concrete high-rises and luxury 

villas as part of Peking’s outskirts, …    or extensive ski trails laid far over the whole mountain 

prevent wild real estate encroachment and so warrant the protection of the green environment. 

The idea is to grant the capital a blue sky nature reservation mountain park. It would develop on 

Haidian West Mountains a Yosemite type nature protection park around the ski resort. (Please 

check the attached file ‘Peking Shangri-La's Wonder Park’).  Wouldn’t that guarantee the best fate 

for Haidian Wonder Mountain in the best interest of the Peking’s city dwellers? 

 

 

“洋为中用”  乙 2  ：派中国健儿到欧洲    

 

 “West services China”  #2   :  We export Chinese athletes  

 

Wonder Mountain’s normal university for ski teachers will be matched by the 

establishment in the European mountains of a Chinese Alpine Skiing Base. Its purpose will be to 

advance the skills of ski instructors in huge mountains, deep snow and moguls competence, 

provide racers with an opportunity to test themselves against foreign racers and gain ISF grading 

points, lastly to provide our national team with access to Summer training on glaciers.  To send 
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athletes to the conquest of the West ski racing circuit and accumulate ISF points is to “ Learn 

from international experience ” and make “West service China”.   

 

Western mountains receive natural snow falls due to their maritime climate. In Chamonix for 

instance, at the foot of the resorts, snow regularly measures at least one meter thick, and at the 

top of the mountain over ten meters. Establishing a base in Chamonix is an appropriate option 

because the town nestles at the foot of the Alps highest peak. It currently offers a peerless 2800 

meter vertical elevation (Aiguille du Midi) to skiers, is situated at the crossroad of most 

competitions, is right on the borders of Italy and Switzerland, two hours by car from Austria. The 

little town hosts the ENSA Ecole Nationale de Ski et Alpinisme, the Alpine batallion training 

barracks and the National Gendarmerie rescue helicopters. In 1924 the first Winter Olympics 

were held in Chamonix.              

 

On top of exporting athletes, China will get to export its own ski culture. By that time Secretary 

LIU Peng’s formula “West services China, East West cooperate” will get extended to “China 

services the West, East West cooperate.”   

 

 

 

8。中国滑雪文化辐射西方 – 中为洋用 

8。We export Chinese ski culture – East West cooperation benefits Europe 

 

 Just as Haidian model ski resort will radiate over the whole country, China ski culture 

will radiate outside the country over the whole world. There will come a day when China skiing 

leads Europe in ski software because ski culture is a domain in which China will prevail over 

Europe. 

 

 A flaw in Western culture originates with the faith of the ancient Greek thinker 

Aristotle’s (350 BC). He mistakenly thought that nature must use something to fill in every space 

“Nature abhors a vacuum”. So Westerners believe they conform to nature by looking down on 

void and fearing it. Unfortunately a skier standing on a slope above a big vertical drop finds at his 

feet nothing but invisible, transparent, colorless, odorless air that gives him/her an impression of 

a void. . The Westerner dreads the void even more because there is an irresistible invisible pull on 
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him that keeps propelling him faster and faster. That is the engine of alpine skiing, namely: Earth 

attraction. 

 

Although physics proves that gravity and air are no vacuum, that the feeling of void is an illusion, 

Westerners still are victims of their wrong impression and fear the void. But it gets worse! Alpine 

skiing technique requires the skier to lean downhill at an angle of 90 degrees, and that amounts to 

leaning off balance poised to fall down the total vertical drop of the slope. The Westerners’ 

atavism brings them to resent gravity as if it were falling into a bottomless pit. 

 

 The Han skier, unlike the Westerner, inherited a culture of Taoism and Buddhism 

(Buddha dwells in void). The Han skier has no such mental obstacles, and knows that gravity 

simply is a physical force and not a vacuum. He keeps a rational approach to giddiness which 

helps him adjust to skiing and quickly learn to ski. Two different cultures of the void testify to 

China's strength and to the West’s weakness. 

 

 

 Western mentalities are steeped in this drawback.  Western ski instruction overlooks 

basic physics to a point of deep absurdity. Although gravity is the engine of alpine skiing, 

European and American teaching methods [M] 4 rarely mention it. Western textbooks advocate 

all sorts of techniques that are right and useful, but they ignore the very power which moves us 

down – Earth's gravity without which there would be no alpine skiing to talk about!  This 

Western disregard for physics extends to the denial of another basic law of the universe: friction. 

In the whole universe the only means to decrease speed lies in friction. Ski friction is side-slipping. 

Side-slipping is the mechanism of turn, braking and stopping, three actions that are the first 

concern of beginners.  

To the contrary, the technique of “ Carving ” means riding on the edge of a ski [M] 5, to allow 

expert competitors to side-slip less and accelerate. But even racers seldom use this technique: 

when knocking down the gate they do carve for a few hundredth of a second, and then they side-

slip to get in line for the next turn, and because each turn has a different radius, the fixed curve 

of the edge of the ski cannot fits the curve of all the turns. Moreover, racers want to increase 

speed, recreational skiers want to control speed. Teaching racing technique to beginners defeat 

their purpose. The carving fashion distorts physics and pushes desperate students to lean uphill 

instead of downhill, resisting gravity and losing control of both speed and direction. In their 
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actual skiing the authors of Western ski textbooks do side-slip a lot but, inconsistent with 

themselves, they forbid it and grant carving the status of sacred and only truth. 

An obsolete Western philosophical obsession perfuses Western skiers’ minds leading them to 

ignore basic physics, distort teaching and harm the entire snow industry. 

 

 Our Chinese ski thinking does not suffer from this inhibition, nor does it fall prey to 

Western fashions like carving, which leaves us free to innovate and blaze trails ahead of the West. 

We are working with a clean slate, and this is our opportunity to develop pedagogies that agree 

with common sense, to become intellectual leaders of the ski world: first remove the inhibition of 

fear, second learn ski movements. It opens a high efficiency shortcut for teaching skiing. Beijing 

People's Sports Publishing House’s hanbook "滑雪速成" [M]。 

http://www.bookschina.com/book_find2/?stp=%u6ED1%u96EA%u901F%u6210 

together with the documentary accompanying the text book both apply these principles:  

Site  ：http://www.skipanda.com                                                                                                                                                 

Tudou：http://www.skipanda.com/cn/downloads.html 

The Chinese export of its leading culture and skiing pedagogy will make up for the shortcomings 

of the West and profoundly influence the global ski world. These will be the days for - China to 

service the West and East West to cooperate – on an equal footing. By then China alpine skiing 

will have grown from strong sporting country to a major sporting powerhouse (a mission the CC 

edicted).  

 

 

结论 

Conclusion 

 

“成功举办一届精彩、非凡、卓越的奥运” 

“Produce wonderful, exceptional, splendid Olympic Games”   

  

 The vision proposed here will develop sustainable alpine skiing as the central element 

of winter sports, it directly contributes to the advent of the healthy prosperous middle class, and 

complies with the President XI’s requirements. The key to bringing masses to alpine skiing is to 
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develop the Olympic Demand Committee’s backup mountain Haidian. Let Haidian display its 

natural capacity at producing Chinese eight masterpiece features and bring “software” strength to 

outweigh “hardware” shortcomings. The Haidian ski resort with instant access for 18 million 

people will in no time mechanically produce the greatest ski population in the world. Haidian ski 

resort is a critical component of the plan to put out  -“wonderful, exceptional, splendid Olympic 

Games” -.  We will complete the task of “ West services China, East West cooperate ” by 

establishing a Chinese ski base in the European Alps. By then China alpine skiing will have grown 

from being a strong sporting country to an all around complete major sporting powerhouse. 

 

Xiao Hai Tuo and Chongli have been conceived to match the overall urban plan that will 

unify Peking, Tianjin and Hebei province. If we take advantage of the development of the 

Haidian ski resort to offer Beijing a wide scale Yosemite style nature preservation park, we shall, 

two birds with one stone, create 京外妙园[M] 7自然保护山区 Wonder Mountain Shangri-La 

Park around the ski resort, which will spread at the heart of the Peking-Tianjin-Hebei region. 

 As an excursion objective, Wonder Mountain Shangri-La  nature preservation Park 

may compete with the Forbidden City, the Temple of Heaven, the Great Wall, the Ming Tombs 

and the Summer Palace and end up sixth and last, but it will definitely come first as Beijing’s blue 

sky and oxygen bottle. 

End 

Alain BERTRAND   in Chamonix   June 15th 2016 
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